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Tur Lire or Ianativs. 
(Abridged from Cox’s Lives of the Fathers.) 


IcNnAtius, surnamed Tueornorvs,* 
the celebrated bishop of Antioch, was 
born about the year of our Lord 28. 
It is certain that at’a very early age 
he was acquainted with the apostles. 
Chrysostom informs us, that “ he was 
educated by them, always with them, 
and admitted not merely to their fa- 
miliar discourses, but to their most 
private conferences.” We learn al- 
so, from the account of his martyr- 
dom, which was written by some who 
were eye-witnesses of that solemn 
scene, that he and Polycarp were fel- 
low-disciples of the apostle John. ' 

Having spent many years in this 
holy society, and given evident marks 
of exalted piety, Ignatius was placed 
‘by the apostle Paul over the Gentile 
Church at Antioch, the metropolis of 
Syria. This city, illustrious in the 
annals of history as the oriental seat 
of the Roman emperors and their go- 
vernors, will ever be memorable in 
the Church of Christ, as the place 
where the disciples were first called 
Christians.t The apostles Paul and 
Peter are generally acknowledged by 
the ancients to have jointly contri- 
buted in establishing Christianity in 
this populous city ; the former apply- 
ing himself to the Gentiles, and the 
latter to the Jews. At length being 
called off to the ministry of other 
churches, they appointed Ignatius and 
Euodius to superintend their respec- 





* Theophorus, one who carries God in 
his breast;—a name probably given to Ig- 
natius, on account of his soul being filled 
with the love of God, and sanctified with 
an extraordinary portion of Divine grace. 

Acts xi. 26. 
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tive flocks. In these situations they 
both continued till the death of Euo- 
dius;-when the Jewish and Gentile 
converts were incorporated into one 
church, and Ignatius set over it by 
those of the apestles who were still 
alive, This event took place in the 
seventieth year of our Lord, and four 
years after the martyrdom of Paul 
and Peter; Ignatius being upwards 
of forty years of age. 

The assiduous attention of Ignatius 
to the spiritual welfare of his flock, 
could alone be equalled by his affec- 
tion for them, Although they were 
exceedingly numerous, he appears to 
have watched over them with the 
anxiety of a parent. He was, indeed, 
in a remarkable degree divested ef 
every thing that is selfish ; and, for a 
long term of successive years, seemed 
to live only to promote the best in- 
terests of his people. Whilst eminent 
for his fortitude in encountering diffi- 
culties, he was not deficient in sym- 
pathy for the afflicted. Although 
“ death, in its most frightful forms,” 
to use the language of an ancient 
writer, “ could make no more im- 
pression upon the adamantine mind of 
Ignatius, than the dashing waves upon 
a rock of marble,” he, nevertheless, 
felt the tenderest anxiety for his peo- 
ple ; and whilst he himself was long- 
ing for the crown of martyrdom, he 
ever rejoiced on their account at every 
interval of calm, fearing lest any of 
his weaker brethren should be over- 
powered with the storm of perse- 
cution. 

Zeal to preserve his people from 
the contagion of false doctrine was 
another prominent trait in the cha- 
racter of Ignatius. Not contented 


with feeding his flock with the gin- 
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cere milk of the Word, he solemnly 
warned them against heretics ;*— 
** beasts in the shape of men ;’—for 
whose conversion, indeed, they were 
fervently to pray, but utterly to ab- 
jure their society. 

Anxious to render every part of 
Divine worship as edifying as possi- 
ble, Ignatius paid particular attention 
to psalmody ; and for this purpose in- 
troduced into his church at Antioch 
responsive singing, which seems short- 
Jy after to have been adopted in all 
the Christian assemblies. This de- 
lightful part of religious service we 
inay readily suppose must have been 
peculiarly interesting to a man of his 
constitutional warmth and ardent 
piety. We may behold in imagina- 
tion this venerable prelate directing 
the method, and supplying the sub- 
ject, in this part of sacred worship; 
at one time exciting the acknowledg- 
ment of mercies received, at another 
anticipating promised blessings ; now 
tuning his harp to the mournful strain 
of penitence, and now to the enliven- 
ing song of rejoicing faith. * 

Pliny’s reference to the custom of 
ihe Christians joining in singing 
hymns is well worthy of recollection. 
In his letter to the emperor Trajan, 
amongst other practices of the Chris- 
tians, he remarks, that they were ac- 
customed, on an appointed day, to sing 
hymns to Christ as a Deity. A cir- 
cumstance which not merely points 
out the conspicuous place which sing- 
ing occupied in their manner of wor- 
ship, but also affords an unequivocal 
evidence of the Godhead of Christ 
being generally acknowledged in the 
first ages of Christianity. 

‘The emperor Trajan, though de- 
scribed by historians as remarkable 
for his clemency, was for many years 
an opposer of the Christians. His 





* Two heresies at a very early period 
crept into the Church of Christ; that of 
the Gnostics or Docetz, (here referred to 
by Ignatius,) and that of the Ebionites. 
The Gnostics held that the body of Christ 
was only a phantom; and, consequently, 
that he was never really incarnate, or 
really suffered. The Ebionites looked 
upon Christ as a mere man; and thus 
both of them virtually denied the grand 
doctrine of the atonement, 
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zeal in behalf of Paganism, in con- 
nexion with his dread of conspiracies, 
led him to regard with the utmost 
jealousy and distrust any associations 
among his subjects, and to pass a law 
by which all societies, which were 
not supported by the royal authority, 
were considered as illegal ; being re- 
puted nurseries of disorder and sedi- 
tion. Under the sanction of this 
edict Christian assemblies were pro- 
hibited, and the most excellent of 
men were persecuted in all parts of 
the empire. Great numbers of them 
were put to death, as well in popular 
tumults, as by edicts and judicial pro- 
ceedings. In this persecution, as we 
have already related, Clement, bishop 
of Rome, was condemned to be thrown 
into the sea; and the venerable Si- 
meon, bishop of Jerusalem, though an 
hundred and twenty years old, was 
severely scourged, and then ecruci- 
fied. | 

In the year 107 Trajan visited 
Antioch, in his way to the Parthian 
war. Elated with his recent con- 
quest of the Scythians and Dacians, 
who, during the reign of Domitian, 
had insulted with impunity the ma- 
jesty of Rome, the emperor entered 
the city with all the solemn pomp of 
atriumph. According to his custom 
in other places, he immediately in- 
quired respecting the: prosperity of 
the Christians, foolishly deeming their 
success injurious to his own celebrity, 
and also probably fearing that their 
religion would ultimately overthrow 
the ancient Pagan establishments. 
No sooner did the report of the em- 
peror’s inquiry reach Ignatius, than, 
regardless of his own danger, this in- 
trepid servant of God came unre- 
quired into his presence. 

The conduct of Ignatius on this 
occasion has been condemned as ex- 
ceedingly precipitate, and tending ra- 
ther to irritate than allay the fury of 
the royal persecutor. It is certain 
that the believer in Christ should 
neither needlessly court persecution, 
nor cowardly shrink from it, ~The 
zeal, however, which errs is worthy 
of our respect, whilst that worldly 
prudence, which contrives every mean 
device to avoid the cross, deserves 
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our severest censure. After all, it is 
by no means evident, that the conduct 
of this Christian hero may not be 
vindicated. It is probable that he 
conceived that this display of courage 
would not be displeasing to a warlike 
prince, and his testimony to the inno- 
cence of the Christians might not be 
heard in vain. We are too apt to 
determine respecting the propriety of 
actions by the result, forgetting that 
duty is ours, and events are God’s. 

As soon as Ignatius was introdaced 
into the presence of the emperor, he 
was addressed by him in the follow- 
ing manner: “ What an impious 
spirit art thou, thus to transgress our 
commands, and to inveigle others 
into the same folly to their ruin!” 
He firmly replied,  ‘Theophorus 
ought not to be called so; Fe all 
wicked spirits are departed from the 
servants of God. But if you call me 
wicked because I am hostile to evil 
spirits, L confess the charge. For I 
dissolve all their snares through the 
support of Christ the heavenly King.” 
«“ And who,” said Trajan, “ is Theo- 

horus?” “ He who has Christ in 
bia breast,” rejoined the hero. “ And 
thinkest thou not,” inquired the em- 
peror, “that gods reside in us also, 
who fight for us against our enemies r” 
“ You mistake,” replied Ignatius, “ in 
calling the evil spirits of the Heathens 
gods. For there is only one God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea 
and all that is in them; and one Je- 
sus Christ, his only begotten Son ; 
whose kingdom be my portion!” 
Trajan contemptuously exclaimed, 
“ His kingdom, do you say, who was 
crucified under Pilate?” “ His,” 
answered Ignatius, “ who crucified 
my sin with its author, and has put 
all the fraud and malice of Satan un- 
der the feet of those who carry Him 
in their heart.” “ Dost thou then,” 
continued the emperor, “carry Him 
that was crucified within thee?” “I 
do,” replied the venerable saint, “ for 
it is written, J will dwell in them, and 
walk in them.”* 

Irritated by the undaunted courage 
of the martyr, a courage which in 





* Martyrdom of Ignatius. 
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any other cause he would have ad- 
mired, the emperor endeavoured to 
shake his constancy by threats. But, 
finding him inflexible, he pronounced 
upon him the following sentence : 
“Since Ignatius confesses, that he 
carries within himself him that was 
crucified, we command that he be 
carried, bound by soldiers, to Great 
Rome, there to be thrown to the wild 
beasts for the entertainment of the 
people.” 

During the whole of the interview 
we may conceive Ignatius standin 
before the emperor with a firm ne 
manly air; collected in himself, yet 
probably not without anxiety for the 
issue of the conference. But no 
sooner had he heard the final sen- 
tence, than every painful feeling 
vanished from his breast ; his counte- 
nance brightened, and his eyes glis- 
tened with delight. At length he 
joyfully exclaimed, “ I thank thee, 
O Lord, that thou hast vouchsafed to 
honour ime with a perfect love towards 
thee ; and hast thought me worthy 
with the apostle Paul to be put in 
iron fetters.” ‘Having said this, we 
are told, he joyfully-put on his bonds ; 
and then having prayed for the 
church, and commended it with tears 
unto the Lord, he was hurried away. 

It has been observed that it is not 
a little remarkable, that Trajan 
should have sent Ignatius so long and 
expensive a journey for execution, 
instead of inflicting upon him sum- 
mary punishment. Probably the em- 
peror wished to make so public an 
example of this ringleader of the 
sect, at once more effectually to inti- 
midate the numerous body of Chris- 
tians he had left at Rome, and at the 
same time to excite the magistrates 
by his own conduct to carry on the 
persecution with vigour. Whatever 
were his motives, Divine Providence 
made it a means of advancing the in- 
terest of the Gospel. In consequence 
of this respite Ignatius was enabled 
to manifest the blessed support which 
real Christianity will afford, and also 
ngs the hearts of thousands by 

is instructive conversation and epis- 
tles. Being now obliged to desist 
from the public duties of his charge, 
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he had a fme opportunity for giving 
full scope to all the feelings of his 
soul. ‘Standing as on an eminence, 
he reviewed his life, re-examined the 
ground of his hope, and anticipated 
the crown which awaited him with 
a “joy unspeakable and full of 
glory.” 

Being consigned to a guard of ten 
soldiers, Ignatius took a final leave of 
his beloved Antioch; and, accompa- 
nied by Philo and Agathopus, his 
deacons, he was conducted on fvot to 
Seleucia, a seaport, about sixteen 
miles from Antioch, the very place 
from which Paul and Barnabas had 
sailed for Cyprus. They here went 
on board, and after a tedious voy- 
age arrived at Smyrna, a city of 
Tonia. : 

Whilst the ship remained in port, 
Tgnatius was allowed the pleasure of 
visiting his friend Polycarp, bishop of 
the place. These good men had been 
fellow-disciples of St. John. Doubt- 
less this meeting was accompanied in 
each with feelings of a peculiar cha- 


acter, but net of grief and despon- 


dency. So far was Polycarp from 


‘heing dejected by the circumstances 


of his friend, that he was enabled to 
rejoice with him in his present cap- 
tivity, and the prospect of his violent 
death. He administered to him every 
encouragement, and fervently exhort- 
ed him to a firm and patient perse- 
verance, 

During the continuance of Igna- 
tius at Smyrna, the bishops, presby- 
ters, and deacons, of the neighbour- 
ing churches came to visit him, to 
partake of his prayers and blessing, 
and to encourage him to steadfastness. 
Not satisfied with the exhortations he 
personally gave to these visitors, he 
wrote from this place four interesting 
letters, to the churches of Ephesus, 
Magnesia, Tralles, and Rome. 

After they had remained some time 
at Smyrna, his keepers, impatient of 
their stay, which probably had been 
protracted by some maritime impedi- 
ment, sailed with him for Troas, a 
noted city of Lesser Phrygia, not far 
from the ruins of ancient Troy. On 
their arriva!, Ignatius received the 
pleasing intelligence of the persecu- 
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tion having ceased* at Antioch ; and 
here, as at Smyrna, the rigours of his 
captivity were softened by the com- 
pany of Christian brethren. 

Besides the pleasing interviews 
which Ignatius enjoyed with the pious 
inhabitants of Troas, he was also 
permitted freely to discourse with the 
deputies from the different churches 
in the neighbouring country ; his 
guards, probably from the same mer- 
cenary motives as at Smyrna, not de- 
priving him of this privilege. He 
also availed himself of this opportu- 
nity of writing to his beloved friend 
Polycarp, and to the churches at 
Philadelphia and Smyrna. In all of 
these letters he speaks in the most af- 
fectionate terms of his deserted flock 
at Antioch, and requests that persons 
might be sent to console them under 
his loss, and to congratulate them on 
the abatement of the persecution. 

There is a rich vein of sound in- 
struction and practical religion run- 
ning through all his epistles. Poly- 
carp has left this attestation of their 
excellence :-—“ they treat of faith 
and patience, and of all things that 
pertain to edification in the Lord Je- 
sus.” To this testimony we may add, 
that while these epistles discover the 
piety and faithfulness of their writer, 
they also exhibit the strong sense 
which the Church then entertained of 
the infinite importance of the doc- 
trines of Christ’s Godhead, humani- 
ty, and priesthood. And they show 
that these doctrines constituted the 
faith, and were the pillars on which 





* Eusebius has justly represented the 
state of the Christians on this mitigation, 
for it cannot properly be termed cessation, 
of the persecution. ‘ Trajan,” says he, 
** gave a rescript, in which it was decreed 
that Christians should not be sought out, 
but that if they were convicted, they 
should be punished; by which, though 
the violence of the storm seemed to be in 
some measure abated, yet ill disposed 
persons still found opportunities to exert 
their malice, whilst sometimes the popu- 
lace, and sometimes the governors, were 
contriving ways to oppress them. Thus 
the persecution, though it was not gene- 
ral, was kept up in different places; and 
many of the faithful were exposed to va- 
rious trials and afflictions, and obtained 
the honour of martyrdom.” 
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the edifice of Christian charity, pa- 
tience, and holiness, rested. 

It is well worthy of notice, that 
ihe three orders of bishops, presby- 
ters, and deacons, are plainly repre- 
sented in these epistles, as recognized 
at this early period. ‘The bishops are 
described .as holding the presidency 
in the church, as the representatives 
of God the Father, and of Jesus 
Christ; the presbyters as supplying 
the office of apostles; and the deacons 
48 occupying an inferior situation in 
the ministry. ‘ In the present age, 
in which no bounds seem to be set to 
claims of liberty of conscience, it is 
deserving of the most serious consi- 
deration among Christians, that the 
chief topic insisted upon by the two 
apostolical fathers, Clement and Ig- 
natius, is Church union; and the great 
object of their writings is to dissuade 
men from separating, for slight pre- 
tences, from their lawful pastors. We 
do not endeavour to persuade any to 
act so as to do violence to their con- 
sciences; but we wish to show that 
it is the will of God that. private 
opinion should, on many occasions, 
give way ; and that individuals, instead 
of arrogating a continual right of 
choosing and judging for themselves, 
should consider, that without some 
submission, there can, in great so- 
cieties, be no union and concord, 
which are most acceptable in God’s 
sight.””* 

From Troas the holy bishop and 
his attendants sailed to Neapolis, a 
maritime town of Macedonia; and 
from thence proceeded to Philippi, a 
place familiar to Christian ears, be- 
ing inseparably associated with the 
personal labours and epistolary writ- 
ings of the apostle Paul. At this 
place they again experienced from 
Christian friends, that attention and 
courtesy so congenial to Christianity. 
Indeed, Ignatius now appeared like 
an ascending Elijah; and every one 
that came in contact with him was 
anxious to catch his falling mantle. 

They then passed on foot through 
Macedonia, in their way to Epidam- 





* Collinson’s Bampton Lectures. 
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nus, being accompanied by some of 
the Philippian Christians. Whence 
again they took ship and sailed across 
the Adriatic, and then, entering the 
Tuscan sea, they came at length in 
view of Puteoli. 

As great military actions give a 
celebrity to the smallest village nea: 
which they were performed, so the 
little town of Puteoli was viewed with 
considerable interest. by Ignatius, as 
the place which St. Paul had a few . 
years before visited in circumstances 
not very dissimilar to his own, He 
requested his guards to allow him to 
walk from thence to Rome, through 
the Appii Forum and Three Taverns, 
that he might thus tread in the very 
footsteps of the great apostle. His 
request, however, was not granted. 
But after a day and night’s delay at 
Puteoli, a prosperous gale springing 
up, they were quickly brought to 
Ostia, a town at the mouth of the 
Tiber; the holy martyr longing as 
much to reach the end of his race, as 
his keepers, weary of their charge, 
to deliver him into the hands of their 
masters. 

The Christians at Rome, having 
daily expected his arrival, came in 
crowds to meet him; their joy in be- 
holding him being mingled with ex- 
treme regret in the prospect of the 
cruel death which would soon de- 
prive them of so venerable a saint. 
Some of them, it seems, had influ- 
ence with government, which they 
were anxious to exert for his preser- 
vation. But no sooner had Ignatius 
ascertained their intention, than he 
expressed his decided disapprobation 
of it, referred them to the pleasure 
he derived from the consideration of 
his approaching martyrdom, and en- 
treated them “ to put no obstacles in 
his way, now he was hastening to his 
crown.” : 

On their arrival at Rome, Ignatius 
was presented to the prefect of the. 
city, who, anxious to make his pn- 
nishment as conspicuous as possible, 
fixed on one of their great festivals 
for its execution; on which occasion 
it was customary to entertain the 
people with the bloody conflicts of 
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gladiators, and the fighting of wild 
beasts. 

In the mean time Ignatius, and the 
brethren that resorted to him, were 
continually engaged in acts of devo- 
tion. On the morning of his execu- 
tion he kneeled down and addressed 
his petitions, like the first martyr, to 
the Lord Jesus Christ; earnestly be- 
seeching him to bless his Church, to 
unite his people together in love, and 
to put a stop to the persecution. 

He was then hastily led to the am- 
phitheatre, and found that splendid 
building crowded with an innumera- 
ble multitude, anxious to feast their 
eyes on his expiring tortures, and 
manifesting their zeal for Paganism 
by loud execrations of the martyr and 
his God. At length the lions were 
let loose, and filled the edifice with 
horrid roarings, whilst with a haughty 
step they paced the spacious area, 
and frowned on the surrounding com- 
pany. 

A chilling horror now pervaded the 
breasts of the few pious individuals 
who had accompanied the martyr to 
the closing scene of his pilgrimage, 
whilst a savage joy lightened the coun- 
tenances of the cruel spectators. The 
venerable bishop alone appeared un- 
moved at the tremendous scene. At 
length, in that mood of mind which 
sports at suffering, he exclaimed, “ I 
chal now, as God’s corn, be ground 
between the teeth of these wild beasts, 
and become white bread for my hea- 
venly Master.” By this time the 
lions had beheld him, and rushed with 
open jaws upon their unshrinking prey. 
A shout of triumph now echoed through 
the amphitheatre ; and in a moment 
his mournful friends perceived that 
the bitterness of death was past; and 
the savage spectators that their brutal 
sport was ended. 

“ An admiration of Rome,” re- 
marks a writer in a celebrated mo- 
dern Review, “ is one of tae worst 
heresies which we bring with us from 
school ; and it cannot admit of a doubt 
that the elegance acquired from an 
early intercourse with ancient authors 
is dearly purchased by the perverted 
notions of glory and greatness so ge- 
nerally imbibed at the same time. A 
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wise teacher of youth will always en- 
deavour to counteract impressions fa- 
vourable to the character of the Ro- 
mans, by representing them in their 
true colours, as a selfish, perfidious, 
cruel, superstitious race of barba- 
rians, endowed with the scanty and 
doubtful virtues of a savage life, but 
deformed by more than its ordinary 
excess; and whose original purity of 
manners, and good faith amongst 
themselves, did not endure a moment 
longer than it enabled them to subdue 
the rest of the world.”* 

A few bones were all that remained 
of Ignatius: these were carefully 
collected by the Christians who were 
eye-witnesses of his martyrdom, and 
honourably interred in a cemetery 
near the city of Antioch. Thus a 
decent and commendable respect was 
paid to the remains of an eminent 
martyr, similar to which other in- 
stances are recorded. But by degrees 
this pious veneration degenerated into 
an abject superstition. In the fourth 
century the emperor Theodosius re- 
moved the relics of Ignatius, with 
great pomp and ceremony, to a tem- 
ple built within the city, and dedi- 
cated to his memory. 

Thus “ this valiant martyr of 
Christ,” to adopt the language of the 
original writers of his martyrdom, 
“ trod under foot the devil, and finish- 
ed the course which he had desired in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, by whom, and 
with whom, all glory and power be 
to the Father, with the blessed Spirit, 
for ever and ever, Amen.” 

Ignatius suffered death in the tenth 
year of Trajan’s reign, December 
20th, 107, and about the eightieth 
year of his age. 


p> ea 


The Eripnany, or the mh 9 
of Christ to the Gentiles, Jan. 6. 


Tue services for this anniversary 
remind us of three manifestations of 
our Saviour; namely, that of his 
birth, by a supernatural appearance 
of a luminous body in the firmament, 
which attracted the attention, and 


* Edinburgh Review, No, 42. p. 396. 
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directed the steps, of his first Gentile 
worshippers ; the attesting voice of 
the Almighty, and the descent of the 
Holy Ghost upon him, as he stood in 
the waters cf Jordan; and the first 
display of his miraculous powers, by 
turning the water into wine at Cana, 
in Galilee. Great are these won- 
ders ; but further manifestations are 
predicted in the two first lessons, 
which are taken from Isaiah, who 
delights to expatiate on those still un- 
born periods of time, that will perfect 
the ripeness of the harvest of the 
world, and consummate the designs 
for which the Son of God was made 
man. We allude to the national 
conversion of the Jews; till which 
event, prophecy does not encourage 
us to hope for the extinction of ido- 
latry and imposture. Though we 
should endeavour to expedite the hap- 
y period, when the will of God shall 
td obeyed upon earth as it is in hea- 
ven, by our efforts, our prayers, and, 
above all, by the purity and sanctity 
of our own conduct,—the Scripture 
gives us cause to expect, that, though 
the agency of man may be instru- 
mental, the leading circumstances of 
the restoration of Israel to the favour 
of their God, and to the land of their 
fathers, will be miraculous. The in- 
terposition of the Deity, after so long 
a suspension, will probably give such 
incontestable confirmation to the 
Christian system, as will convince 
and convert the whole earth, con- 
found the impostor Mahomet, over- 
turn the shrine of every idol, silence 
the gainsayings ot infidels, and cause 
all who are Christians in name to be- 
come in reality obedient to Christ. 
This blessed change must occasion a 
great improvement in human affairs, 
Christian principles and practice, uni- 
versally adopted, will remove all 
moral evils; so as to realize those 
sublime descriptions of security and 
concord, which the prophets (and 
especially the son of Amos) continu- 
ally apply to that period in the tem- 
poral kingdom of the Messiah, when 
‘‘the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth.” Many devout 
(Christians speculate still further upon 
‘hese prophecies; they speak of an 
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exemption from the greater portion 
of natural evils, as signified by the 
binding of Satan ; and suppose, that 
this situation of things will continue 
for a thousand years; which will not 
only be the sabbatical rest of the 
world, but the seventh millenary from 
its creation; to which blessed state 
another lamentable apostacy will suc- 
ceed, and usher in the day of doom. 
These expectations seem built on 
rhetorical embellishments literally 
expounded ; and the epoch when this 
era is to commence, on observations 
on the analogy of times and numbers, 
which occur in Holy Writ, and in the 
revolutions of the heavenly bodies. 
But, as there may be more of the re- 
veries of warm imagination, than of 
rational expectation, in these visions 
of millennial bliss, it is advisable not 
to press them too far, nor to dwell 
upon them with intense thought, lest 
they should withdraw our attention 
from clearer discoveries. 

The promises to alienated Israel 
rest on a different basis ; their pre- 
servation, as a distinct people, for 
above seventeen centuries, points 
them out as reserved for some éspe- 
cial purpose ; and the very limited 
circulation of the Gospel in the three 
largest portions of the earth, so in- 
sultingly urged against its predicted 
universality, only confirms its pro- 
phetical evidence. The time is not 
yet arrived * when the fulness of the 
Gentiles are to come in;” for Judea 
is still in desolation ; and till her an- 
cient church is re-edified, the glory of 
our Zion will remain obscure. It is, 
indeed, distressing to consider that 
many of the eastern and southern 
nations, which were christianized by 
the early labours of the apostles, have 
been for many hundred years revolt- 
ed and alienated. The time of their 
sanctification bears no proportion to 
that of their apostacy. Judea, whose 
riven rocks yet bear testimony to the 
Redeemer’s crucifixion, only hears 
his name repeated by a few indigent 
monks ; while the praise of Mahomet, 
blasphemously joined to that of the 
Almighty, resounds from the minarets 
of all her cities. From these chilling 
views, how refreshing is it to direct 
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our eyes to the sacred volume, and 
to contemplate the prospect which 
will certainly open on the renovated 
world. And in no parts of Scripture 
are the promises of this splendid day 
more lunsinous and precise, than in 
ihe lessons selected for the festival 
appropriated to the first rising of the 
star of Jacob on the night of heathen 
darkness. 

The sixtieth chapter of Isaiah rap- 
turously describes an astonishing in- 
flux of oriental nations to the Church 
of God. The poetry is of the high- 
est order,—rich in metaphor, rapid 
in delineation. The light breaks 
from Jerusalem, and rouses the Gen- 
tile world as from a profound sleep, 
indulged during a period of total 
darkness. Deep and spacious seas 
shall be crossed by the eager con- 
verts; among whom are particularly 
mentioned the inhabitants of Arabia, 
the native country of Mahomet, and 
the scenes of his first conquests. 
The isles of the Gentiles and the 
ships of Tarshish, (which in scripture 
language indicate the maritime na- 
tions of Europe,) hasten to bring from 
distant lands the offspring of the Jew- 
ish church to their reinstated parent. 
The labour of strangers shall build 
the walls of Jerusalem, while kings 
minister unto her. “ For in my 
wrath,” saith God, “ I smote thee ; 
but in my favour have I had mercy 
upon thee.” The prophet proceeds 
to paint the sanctity, supremacy, 
righteousness, glory, and invincibility, 
of this metropolitan city, in a strain 
of rapture which induces some to 
transfer the description to an heaven- 
ly, instead of an earthly Salem. But 
the forty-ninth chapter, used in the 
afternoon, acts as a comment on the 
sixtieth ; and, by reciting the dealings 
of God to his creatures in ages which 
have already elapsed since the time 
of the prophet, elucidates our views 
of the future. In the commence- 
ment, Christ addresses the Gentiles, 
predicts his own birth, and divinely 
appointed office, to restore Israel, 
and to illuminate the Gentiles. He 
laments the failure of his efforts in 
the first instance ; but, in a sublime 
colloquy with the Father, his hope of 
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ultimate success is re-invigorated. 
Before him whom they once despised, 
kings and princes shall bend in wor- 
ship. Many nations, which in Isaiah’s 
time were literally desolate, shall be 
the heritage of the Messiah. Prison- 
ers of Satan, bound in the chains of 
idolatry, and cast into the dark dun- 
geons of superstition, shall become 
his peaceful and happy flock, abiding 
by the waters of salvation, and se- 
cured from spiritual hunger by the 
food of his word. Impediments, na- 
turally as insurmountable as inacces- 
sible mountains, shall yield to the 
power of God; and converts shall 
successively be drawn from every 
quarter of the globe. All this we 
have witnessed; but a subsequent 
scene is described, which faith still 
anticipates. The heavens and the 
earth are exhorted to break forth into 
singing, because of an event at once 
miraculous and joyful; the recal of 
the ancient people of God. Zion, 
lamenting, complains that she has 
been long forgotten ; but the Almigh- ° 
ty appeals to the yearnings of mater- 
nal affection for its infant offspring, 
and affirms, that forgetfulness is in- 
compatible with that immutability of 
promise and purpose which distin- 
guish the Eternal Mind. Those that 
laid her waste are commanded to de- 
part; and Jerusalem is invited to lift 
up her eyes, and behold her children 
flocking to her from every region. So 
numerous are the returning hosts, 
that the former boundaries of her 
dominion will prove too narrow for 
the conflux ; and, as she sits attired 
as a bride in royal splendour, she 
shall wonder from whence these mul- 
titudes come, and how they have been 
preserved. In this scene the Gentile 
nations act as the restorers of Israel ; 
kings and queens glory in being their 
protectors, and a most dreadful ven- 
geance falls on their oppressors. 
This prophecy cannot have been ful- 
filled. The Jews returned from their 
Babylonish captivity a scanty and hu- 
miliated company of fugitives, to 
whom the edict of their heathen lord 
scarcely afforded security from the 
hostility, the pillage, and the con- 
tempt of their fellow-slaves. No ma- 
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ritime isles or ships of Tarshish as- 
sisted the returning captives as they 
timidly traversed the plains of Meso- 
potamia. Nosuperiority in sanctity ; 
no external supremacy, security, or 
invincibility, marked that period of 
Jewish history which intervened be- 
tween Ezra and Christ. They sunk 
into a secular, sordid-minded people ; 
tributary to foreigners; disturbed by 
civil commotions; and deprived of 
every especial mark of divine favour. 
Beside, the times treated of by Isaiah 
are subsequent to Christ’s first mani- 
festation to the Gentiles; nor can the 
words of the prophecies apply to that 
new Jerusalem which St. John saw in 
vision, and which St. Paul denomi- 
nates the mother of us all. ‘That 
glorious city is not built with hands. 
Ships, camels, and dromedaries, are 
not needed to convey inhabitants who 
can glide through ether, and pass with 
a thought from orb to orb. Nor will 
earthly potentates be wanted to nurse 
the Church, which, with the lepresy 
of sin, will lose the lassitude of de- 
bility. There is an Epiphany, there- 
fore, yet to come; but as the present 
race of Christians are most interested 
in that which is past, let us meditate 
on those appearances of Divine power 
that have converted our portion of tlie 
world,—the first-fruits an harvest 
which will surely be gathered in its 
due season. 

The first manifestation of Christ 
in order of time is narrated in the 
Gospel, and is interwoven with the 
prayer that we may finally enjoy the 
beatific vision, which we prefer in the 
collect; wherein we implore that 
God, who led the first Gentile wor- 
shippers of his Son by a guiding star, 
till their eyes were gladdened by be- 
holding the light of the world; so to 
conduct us who are led by faith, that, 
our mortal journey finished, we may 
in the world beyond the grave, be 
satisfied with beholding the Divine 
Majesty. According to the opinion 
most prevalent in the Christian 
Church, the object of this prayer will 
not be accomplished till after the day 
of judgment; but he who can bestow 
eternal happiness does not linger if 
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he withholds his gift till time is anni- 
hilated. 

The Apostle of the Gentiles speaks 
in the epistle, reminding his converts 
of the commission -he had received, 
and the sufferings and restraints which: 
it imposed upon him. He refers to 
his own miraculous conversion ; and 
declares that the spirit of God reveal- 
edto him, and to all the apostles, 
that the Gentiles were admitted to 
the benefits of Christ’s Gospel. While 
he magnifies the office to which he 
was deputed, he speaks of himself 
with the deepest humility, according 
to his usual custom ; for it is remark- 
able, that the superiority which some 
ascribe to St. Paul, almost as an ar- 
ticle of faith, is by him ever disclaim- 
ed; not with that ostentatious humility 
which deals in disqualifying phrases, 
but with the frank simplicity of a sin- 
cere discriminating mind, conscious of 
what was due to itself and to others. 
The plan of universal redemption, 
now made known to men and angels, 
was, he says, the eternal purpose of 
Infinite Wisdom, and emboldens the 
faithful petitioner to seek the throne 
of grace through the revealed Medi- 
ator, Christ Jesus. 

Several learned men, who resided 
in a country east of Judea, (accord- 
ing to some in the native land of Job, 
while others supposed they lived in 
Chaldea, the birth-place of astrono- 
my,) were surprised. by the appear- 
ance of a new star, which differed. 
from the other heavenly bedies. The 
general expectation of an extraordi- 
nary personage made them connect 
his birth with this appearance, and 
determined them to seek Judea for an 
explanation. They inquired at the 
capital for him who was “ born King 
of the Jews ;” and gave as a reason, 
a desire to pay him adoration. To a 
temporal king of Judea, Arabian or 
Chaldean sages owed no allegianoe, 
much less worship; but though the 
report of the shepherds, and the pro- 
phecy of Simeon, had made no im- 
pression on proud and sensual Jerusa- 
lem,—the worshippers of idols, oc, 
the venerators of fire, when they be- 
held an extraordinary star, referred 
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its appearance to the long-promised 
Deliverer who was to spring from 
Judea; and the servile habits im- 
posed by Asiatic despotism prepared 
them to believe, that a personage 
destined to such celebrity, as to have 
his birth announced by a new lumi- 
nary, required to be accosted as an 
incarnate God. We must not as 
cribe any clearer views to those who 
had no other guide in these conclu- 
sions, but remote and perverted tra- 
ditions, or the light of nature. Of 
that light Jortin advises “ Christians 
not to talk contemptuously and injuri- 
ously ; it being the candle of the 
Lord, shining in the breast of rational 
creatures, and almost the only light 
that has been afforded to many ge- 
nerations and nations.” 

Herod, alarmed, convened the San- 
hedrim, and inquired of the scribes 
where the Messiah was to be born. 
All Jerusalem was treubled, as well 
as the king ; but when Bethlehem, a 
neighbouring city, was pointed out, 
we do not find that any of its inhabit- 
ants accompanied the strangers, who 
set out charged with an _ insidious 
command to inform Herod of the ex- 
act situation in which they found the 
infant, that he also might worship 
him. The star which drew them 
from their own country again became 
visible, and, marshalling them in 
their way, pointed out the house of 
Joseph ; for, the confluence of strang- 
ers having left the city, the holy fa- 
mily were no longer inhabitants of a 
stable. We infer from thence, that 
the comforts of our station are not 
unlawful when they may be innocent- 
ly procured; as the submission of 
Christ to less than human accommo- 
dations teaches us to attach no im- 
portance to externals, when the will 
of God indicates that it is fitter for 
us to have them withheld or resumed. 

On seeing the infant Jesus, the 
sages knelt, and offered the costly 
treasures which they had prepared. 
Prayer sanctified their gifts ; for the 
favour of God is not secured by an 
ostensible devotion of our wealth to 
the uses of religion, unless this is ac- 
companied by their inward consecra- 
tion. And now those who had hi- 
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therto been directed, in @ manner 
adapted to their education, by one of 
those celestial, though natural, objects, 
whose Jaws they studied, received a 
direct communication from the God 
of Israel, who commanded them to 
return to their own country by ano- 
ther road. 

The event that we are considering 
announced an extraordinary change 
in the mode of the divine govern- 
ment, which the prophets predicted 
would one day take place. There are 
no such distinctions now in the worid 
as once subsisted between Jews and 
Gentiles. The breaking down of 
this partition wall, first signified by 
the accepted offerings of the Magi,— 
afterwards by our Lord’s occasional 
intercourse with the progeny of Ca- 
naan, the mixed inhabitants of Sama- 
ria, and the Gentile Galilee ; and, 
above all, by the rending asunder of 
the vail which enclosed the holy of 
holies at his passion, proclaimed to 
mankind that the service of true wor- 
shippers would be every where as ac- 
ceptable as the sacrifices at Jerusa- 
lem, and the offerings of the song of 
Abrahain. 


}——— __} _______| 


A Prayer for the Blessings of a R¢- 
deemer. , 


ErernaL God, and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, accept, I beseech 
thee, my most grateful acknowledg- 
ments for thy great goodness in hav- 
ing sent thy Son into the world to re- 
deem mankind, and for the unspeak- 
able blessings of the gospel. I desire 
to be ever thankful, that thou, who at 
sundry times, and in divers manners, 
didst speak unto our fathers by thy 
servants the prophets, hast, in these 
latter days, spoken unto us by thy 
Son Jesus Christ ; who, in the fulness 
of time appeared to bring life and im- 
mortality to light, and to bless man- 
kind by turning them from their ini- 
quities, and purifying unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
I bless thee that for this end he was 
born, and that for this cause he came 
into the world, that he might bear 
witness to the truth; and E sincerely 
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believe that he is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. I thank thee for 
the proofs which he gave that thou 
wast with him, even by the miracles 
which he wrought, by the prophecies 
which he uttered and fulfilled, by the 
purity of his doctrines, the perfection 
of his precepts, and the excellence of 
his example. I bless thee, that he 
has left me a pattern that I should 
follow his steps; that as he was de 
livered up for mine offences, and 
made perfect by sufferings and death, 
so he was raised again for my justifi- 
cation, and declared to be the Son of 
God, with power by his resurrection 
from the dead. I magnify thee that 
when he had shown himself alive after 
this by many infallible proofs he was 
taken up into heaven, and set down 
on the right hand of God. And I 
adore thee, that thou hast appointed 
a day, in which thou wilt judge the 
world in righteousness by him, and 
render unto every man according to 
his works. May then these glorious 
truths, which are ever presented to 
me in the gospel, be deeply impressed 
upon my mind. May these powerful 
and persuasive motives produce their 
genuine effects, by freemg my mind 
from all evil passions, and by engag- 
ing me to live soberly, righteously, 
and godly. May I, by a patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing, seek for glory, 
honour, and immortality; that so, 
when Christ, who is my life, shall ap- 
pear, I may also appear with him in 
glory, and receive the end of my faith 
and hope, even an everlasting salva- 
tion. Grant this, O God, for the 
merits, and through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ. 


A Praver for an effectual Belief of 
the Christian Religion. 


Gracious God and heavenly Fa- 
ther, I adore thine infinite goodness, 
manifested to the children of men in 
the revelation of the holy Gospel. 
I believe, O God, that the blessed 
Jesus condescended to take upon him 
human nature, with all its frailties 
and infirmities, sin only excepted ; 
that he was the great prophet sent 
from thee to instruct me in all the 
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particulars of my duty, to give me 
right apprehensions of thy divine ma- 
jesty, and to improve my nature to 
the utmost perfection; and that he 
confirmed his mission by greater mira- 
cles than any other man ever did, and 
by prophecies, which lay beyond the 
reach of any created, understanding, 
the fulfilment of which convinces me 
that he was sent from God. I believe, 
O Lord, that thou didst by a voice 
from heaven declare him to be thy 
beloved Son, in whom thou wast well 
pleased, and that all the prophecies 
concerning the Messiah were fulfilled 
in him. I believe that he suffered 
death upon the cross for mau’s re- 
demption, and made there a full, per- 
fect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world ; that he has satisfied thy 
justice, and made reconciliation for 
us. I believe that he rose from the 
dead the third day according to his 
own infallible prediction; that he con- 
versed forty days with his disciples ; 
that in their sight he ascended up into 
heaven, where he now sits at thy right 
hand to intercede for sinners ; that he 
has fulfilled his promise to his disci- 
ples of sending to them the Holy 
Spirit, and that the miraculous gifts, 
as bestowed upon his apostles, proved 
his exaltation, at the same time that 
they enabled him to propagate his re- 
ligion throughout the world. Lord, 
I beseech thee, increase this my faith, 
and strengthen it against all weakness 
and infirmity. Let no unreasonable 
prejudice cloud the light of mine un- 
derstanding ; let no pride and vanity 
obscure the proofs of thy holy reve- 
lations; let no partiality pervert my 
judgment in matters of such high im- 
portance ; and, above all, let no unrea- 
sonable lusts or appetites corrupt my 
will, and indispose me to entertain 
thy holy and excellent laws. Make 
my faith lively and effectual, and let 
its fruits appear in my life and con- 
versation ; make it perfect by charity, 
which is the true character of thy dis- 
ciples; that so, by believing and lov- 
ing thee in this life, Imay see and 
enjoy thee ane in that which is 
to come, through the merits of Jesus 


Christ, my Lord and Saviour. 
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TIOME. 
Nhe youth, middle-aged, and the grey- 
headed Sire, 


To this grand conclusion must come, 
That all who tor happiness have a desire, 
Must find and enjoy it at home. 


{n youth, how delightful to range the gay 
* fields, 
Through groves 

roam— 

Yet sporting in groves and o’er landscapes, 

~ neer yields 
Such heartfelt emotions as home. 


and e’er hillecks to 


The man who has seen, for the toils of a 
day, 
Fame, riches, and titles, all come, 
Wf asked, “* what vive bliss the most real ?” 
would say— ; 
“ The conjugal fireside and home.” 


When keen cutting winds through the 
vallies do blow, 
And how] o’er the verdure strip’d hills; 
When high tow’ring mountains are co- 
vered with snow, 
And frost has embargoed the rills. 


How happy the man, when the clouds 
from the west 
Foretel a cold storm is to come, 
Who has for a shelter, from winter’s chill 
blast, 
A neat little cot and a home. 


At Aurora’s bright dawn, in the sweet 
time of spring, 
When first the wing’d warblers have 
come, 
Yt charms us, if absent, whenever they 
sing ; 
But much more than charms if at home. 


Then say, shall we ever more happiness 
have? 
O yes: And when will the time come? 
When the body shall quietly rest in the 
grave, 
And the soul finds in Heaven a nome! 
{ New-Hampshire Sentinel. 





Auxmry New-York Bree anp 
Common Prayer Book Society. 


The second Annual Report of the 
Managers of the Auxiliary New- 
York Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Soctety. 


Tue second anniversary of this So- 
siety having arrived, the Board of Ma- 
nagers are again called upon to ex- 
press their cratitude to God, that he 
has in mercy permitted them, for ano- 
ther year, to continue their labour of 
love. Before they present to you a 
history of their proceedings during 


ro 
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the past year, they cannot. refrain 
from calling your attention to the 
present state of the Christian world. 
No era in the annals of time (exe 
cepting that of the glorious reforma- 
tion,) has ever been more distinctly 
marked by great and unusual exer- 
tions to diffuse the light of revealed 
truth. Who is there who- cannot 
trace the outline which separates this 
new era trom that which euded with- 
in our own recollection? Looking 
back mto the history of the world for 
the last few years, er forward into its 
future state, the most interesting mat- 
ter is held forth to our contemplation, 
and the bosom is alternately agitated 
by consolation or hope. Infidelity, 
origivating in evil, has produced good; 
its baneful effects were counteracted 
by the first exhibition of its horrific 
features. It had no sooner reached 
the summit ef its power, than it was 
hurled from its eminence ; and the na- 
tions of Christendom, instead of feel. 
ing its dreadful shock, now under the 
blessing of temporal peace, are ac- 
tively engaged in promoting that 
peace with God which passes all un- 
derstanding. The tempestuous sea 
has subsided, and its violent swell has 
ceased; but while we admire and are 
astonished at the great exertions made 
by the Christian world at the close 
of the period in question, we should 
also humbly express our gratitude, 
that Christianity, to which we owe 
our eternal redemption, has not been 
perverted, dishonoured, debased, and 
destroyed. 

The holy Scriptures, printed with- 
out number, and in almost all lan- 
guages, are going forth to the most 
benighted parts of the world, that the 
Gospel may in every region take root 
and flourish, and ameliorate and en- 
rich the soil. 

Engaged in so honourable a cause, 
your Board of Managers (as seconda- 
ry agents in the divine counsels) have 
felt the great responsibility of their 
stations, and have faithfully improved 
every opportunity their means would 
permit. The most extensive theatre 
of our exertions is unquestionably 
opened to us in the new settlements 
of our country, and to this great ob- 
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ject our attention has been actively 
directed. 

As all institutions for the diffusion 
of Christianity are founded in charity, 
it has been deemed proper, in the for- 
mation of this Society, that this hea- 
venly virtue should not be limited to 
the distribution of the Bible only; 
but also that by distributing the Book 
of Common Prayer, to extend to 
others the same Gospel privileges we 
ourselves enjoy. The great object in 
separating from the Church of Rome 
was not only that the Scriptures 
should be read and widely dissemi- 
nated, but also that the Church should 
be restored to its primitive purity. 
Should we not then as Protestant 
Episcopalians throw away the pre- 
cious fruits of. the reformation, did we 
not stand with the Bible in one hand, 
and the Book of Common Prayer in 
the other. The Liturgy was drawn 
from the Scriptures by thuse great 
men, who were chief promoters, and, 
finally, martyrs in the cause of the 
reformation, and by the identity of 
its principles, it is capable of being 
resolved into the Scriptures again. 
As the great end in view in distribut- 
ing the Bible is to point out the way 
of peace and of eternal life, and to 
bring men to the knowledge,and love 
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ; 
so the great object in distributing the 
Book of Common Prayer is to point 
out that ark of our salvation, that spi- 
ritual Building instituted by Christ, 
into which he has commanded all 
men to enter—into which the Scrip- 
tures are designed to lead all who read 
and believe them, and whose rule of 
faith and practice they are. 

In order to erect this glorious 
Building, its Divine Head has ordain- 
ed certain persons to build it up, and 
edify it in faith and love, and to unite 
it in the bands of Christian fellow- 
ship; and he has also appointed cer- 
tain sacraments and ordinances to 
be administered by them to such as 
become living stones in this sacred 
edifice. As the knowledge of the 
Jewish Church and of the Old Testa- 


ment was found necessary under tlie 


old dispensation, as neither could 
have effectually existed without the 
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other, so the knowledge and establish- 
ment of the Church of Christ, which 
is the pillar of the faith, and the 
preaching of the word, were so inti- 
mately united from the first promul- 
gation of the Gospel, that their sepa- 
rate existence can scarcely be con- 
ceived. If the knowledge of the 
Church is essentially necessary for 
mankind, and missionary labour, froma 
the limited number of those engaged 
therein, cannot sufficiently extend this 
knowledge : If there is this void, we 
know of no law, human or divine, 
which prohibits an attempt to supply 
the defect. ‘To leave men in uncer- 
tainty as to what they should believe 
or disbelieve, is to bewilder their 
minds, and subject them to the proba 
ble danger of embracing no creed at 
all. ‘The true religion bas been pre- 
served from the beginning by the 
Church of Christ, and it will conti- 
nue still to preserve it. It was upon 
these principles that the Society to 
which this is auxiliary was formed, 
before the existence of any Bible So- 
ciety in this city ; and it would be to 
disregard these principles, and con- 
temn their authority, had this associa- 
tion adopted a different course. Let 
those, then, who feel the truth ot 
these immutable principles, not with- 
hold from them the support of their 
charity. We regard every Bible dis- 
persed by this, or any other institu- 
tion, as a welcome accession to the 
common stock, for the health af hu- 
man souls. We rejoice in every at 
tempt to increase this common stock ; 
and with pleasure do we report, that 
in Various parts of our state, and also 
in Upper Canada, societies, having in 
view the same laudable objects with 
our own, have been lately established, 
and whose offerings will all be brought 
to this sacred pile. The establishment 
of these auxiliary institutions should 
incite our zeal, and animate us to fa- 
cilitate their operations. In the hands 
of Providence they may be powerful 
instruments in leading many, who are 
scattered and dispersed, into the com- 
mon fold of their Redeemer. 

The more fully to accomplish the 


pious purposes of this Society, the Le- 


gislature of the state, at its last ses- 
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sion, passed an act of incorporation, 
and also provided a mode by which 
institutions, having the same laudable 
purposes, can partake of the same be- 
nefits and privileges. 

In the tate establishment of Sunday 
Schools in this city, the Board rejoice 
that the field of their labour has been 
much enlarged, and they anticipate, 
with pleasure, the time when these 
schools shall be formed in every part 
of the Union, and by instilling into the 
tender mind, principles of piety, be- 
come efficient pioneers for the exten- 
sive dissemination of religious know- 
ledge. We are confident, that to 
rescue the young from ignorance and 
vice, to make them useful members of 
society, to promote their interest in 
this life and that which is to come, 
present such strong motives for the ge- 
neral establishment of Sunday Schools, 
that they cannot be disregarded ; and 
we are inspired with the hope, that 
this beneficial system will, at no dis- 
tant day, shed its blessings upon every 
city and village of our country. 

During the last year, your Board 
of Managers have gratuitously distri- 
buted 623 Bibles ; and the number of 
Common Prayer Books issued from 
our depository during the same pe- 
riod, is 5,239. The account of the 
Treasurer, exhibits the number of 
Prayer Books supplied by us to so- 
cieties and individuals, for gratuitous 
distribution. These distributions have 
been principally made in the most des- 
titute parts of our state; and as our 
operations are not confined to pre- 
scribed limits, we have paid every at- 
tention to the spiritual wants of other 
states. The most gratifying accounts 
have been received from the Clergy- 
men who were travelling into, and 
intrusted with our distribution in 
the new settlements of our country. 
Through the industry of these gentle- 
men, many congregations have been 
formed for divine worship, and the 
most important results may be ex- 
pected. Our distributions have also 
been liberal in the state of Connecti- 
cut, and the acknowledgments of the 
Clergy very gratifying. 

It will appear, by the Report of 
the Treasurer, that the receipts dur- 
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ing the*year amount to $3,497 78. 
and that the disbursements amount tu 
% 3,346 22, leaving in the treasury a 
balance of $151 56. The present 
demands on the treasury will nearly 
absorb this balance; we confidently 
rest, however, in the assurance, that 
the liberal patronage hitherto extend- 
ed to us by our fellow-citizens, wil! 
still be piously afforded. 

Your Board of Managers have 
lately concluded an arrangement for 
the printing of the Book ef Common 
Prayer, from their stereotype plates, 
by which not only this Suciety, but 
sister Societies, and charitable indivi- 
duals will be enabled much more ex- 
tensively to promote their views. In 
the completion of this arrangement, 
your Board are inspired with the hope, 
that these prayers, which have obtain- 
ed universal reputation, and have been 
deservedly admired among Protestants 
in every age, will be more widely cir- 
culated ; and by the religion intused 
and embodied therein, the hearts and 
lives of many will be transformed, and 
brought to the worship of God with 
zeal and knowledge, spirit and truth, 
purity and sincerity. 

From this detail of our proceedings, 
it is gratifying indeed to learn, that 
among the many and various institu- 
tions to further the eternal interests 
of mankind, we have not, been inac- 
tive, and that our usefulness has been 
co-extensive with the means intrusted 
to us; and we are justified in enter- 
taining the most sanguine hopes, that 
it is impossible to calculate the good 
which, under Divine Providence, we 
have been and may be instrumental 
in producing. Although at the com- 
mencement of religious societies, their 
fervour is generally the most active, 
still it is a subject of congratulation 
that the members of this Society, feel- 
ing the important objects for whieh 
they were associated, seem to have 
increased in zeal to further them. 
Let this zeal suffer no diminution 
until its holy flame be extinguished 
in death ; but while we linger on this 
stage of mortality, let the glory of 
God, and the diffusion of his truth, 
unite us more and more in Christian 
love, that the riches of redeeming 











January, 1818.] 


grace, which we so highly prize, may 
be extended to those who are desti- 
tute. 
By order of the Board, 
WM. E. DUNSCOMB. 

Tne second auniversary of the 
“Auxiliary New-¥ ork Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society” was held 
in Trinity Church, on Monday even- 
ing, the 26th inst. The minutes of 
the last anniversary being read and 
approved, the Annual Report was 
then read by William E. Dunscomb, 
Esq.—Whereupon, on motion of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, seconded 
by the Rev. Mr. Lyell, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopt- 
ed :— 

Resolved, That this Society receive, 
with much satisfaction, the very in- 
teresting Report of the Board of Ma- 
nagers. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the 
Society be presented to the Board of 
Managers, for the zeal and fidelity 
with which they have prosecuted the 
objects of the institution. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of 
this Society, the increasing number 
of Episcopalians, who are scattered 
through the new settlements, and the 
wants of many in other parts of our 
country, render necessary augmented 
zeal to provide them with the means 
of religious knowledge and worship, 
by the distribution of the Bible and 
Book of Common Prayer; and that 
these considerations, while they afford 
to the Society, and to the Managers, 
a powerful stimulus to perseverance, 
under the Divine blessing, in their 
labours, will, they trust, induce the 
friends of religion, and the Church, 
to co-operate with them in their pious 
and benevolent work, by extending 
to the institution their patronage and 
beneficence. 

The Society then proceeded to the 
election of a Board of Officers and 
Managers for the ensuing year; when 
the following gentlemen were elect- 
ed, viz. 

Epwarp N. Cox, President. 

Lourner Brapisn, Ist Vice-President. 

Dr. Gerarpvs A. Coorer, 2d Vice- 
President. 
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F.ioyp Satu, 3d Vice-President. 
*Wa. E. Dunscome, Corresponding 
Secretary. 
Wu. Onpdexvonk, jun. Recording Se- 
cretary. 
Joun Smyra Rocers, Treasurer. 
Ww. H. Hartson, Agent. 
Managers.—Dr. John Waits, jun. 
Cornelius R. Duffie, John Anithon, 
Benjamin Haight, Thomas N. Stan- 
ford, Lewis Loutrel, Duncan P. 
Campbell, John H. Hill, Ferris Pell, 
Charles Nichols, Charles Keeler, 
Alexis P. Proal, David A. Clarkson, 
John J. Lambert, Charles W. Sand- 
ford, John M. Aspinwall, Murray 
Hofiman, Henry Barclay. 

New-York, January 27th, 1818. 

fF —_ 

EVANGELICAL Preacnuine.—Those truths 
of the Gospel which characterize it as a 
system of faith, distinct from a code of 
morals, as a dispensation of mercy to man 
through a Redeemer, may be considered 
as evangelical—as those truths which deno- 
minate it * glad tidings.” The most cur- 
sory reader of the New Testament must 
perceive that the following truths are incul- 
cated in every part of this sacred volume :— 
That man is in a fallen and corrupt state ; 
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has 
made atonement for the sins of man; that 
through the merits of Christ only can 
guilty man be justified; that by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit only can corrupt man 
be sanctified; that while the atonement 
of Christ is the meritorious cause of sal- 
vation, repentance and faith producing 
holy obedience are the indispensable con- 
ditions of salvation, without which no 
iman to whom the Gospel is preached 
will be saved ; and that, in the exercise of 
repentance and faith, the merits and grace 
of Christ are applied to the believer, to 
his justification and sanctification, through 
his union with the Church, the mystical 
body of Christ, by the participation of its 
sacraments and ordinances dispensed by 
its authorized ministry. This last traih, 
the necessity of union with the visibleChurch, 
as the divinely constituted mean of salva- 
tion, is a distinguishing feature of the 








* B. Haight, Esq. the former Corre- 
sponding Secretary, haying declined a re- 
clection. 
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Cospel dispensation. In this respect it 
indeed resembles the patriarchal and Jew- 
ish dispensations; in both which external 
covenant with Ged, by the devout partici- 
pation of ordinances constituted by him, 
was the mode of obtaining his mercy and 
That Christ founded a visible 
society—that of this visible society he is 


favour. 


the head—that into this: visible society 
baptism is the mode of admission—that 
communion with it is maintained by the 
participation in the exercise of repent- 
ance and faith of its sacraments and ordi- 
nances, are truths as prominent as any 
other in the writings of the New Testa- 
ment. “* Christ is the head of the Church, 
the Saviour of the body;” he “ loved 
the Church, and gave himself for it,”* 
* to the Church the Lord added daily 
such as should be saved ;”f and commu- 
pion with this Church was maintained by 
“continuing steadfastly in the Apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread and in prayers.”+ It is a cha- 
racteristic of all the “ Epistles” recorded 
in the New Testament, that they consider 
the body of Christians to whom they are 
addressed, as united in a visible society, 
into which they were admitted by bap- 
tism; in which they are in a state of visi- 
ble covenant with God; and by commu- 
nion with which they are to “ keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” 
If then this doctrine of external cove- 
nant with God in the Church be a distin- 
guishing doctrine of the Gospel, it would 
seem that to insist on it is an essential 
But it is 
humbly presumed that many of those 
Clergy in the Church of England who ei- 
ther assume or have obtained the title of 
evangelical preachers, lay very little stress 
on the necessity of communion with God by 
the participation of the ordinances of the 
Church administered by those who are duly 


part of evangelical preaching. 


This class 
of divines may not deny this doctrine, but 
they rarely if ever bring it forward into 
view. On the contrary, faith alone is in- 
sisted on, as uniting believers with Christ, 
in terms which if they do authorize Chris- 
tians to disregard Church unity, lead them 


commissioned for the purpose. 


to consider it as among the non-essentials 
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of the Gospel. In evidence of this, the 
sermons of Gistorne and Coorrr might be 
cited, and the Cunisrian Oxssernver. In 
these publications Christians are not re- 
garded agreeably to the views of them, in 
the Epistles of the Apostles, as a visible 
society, maintaining under a divinely con- 
stituted ministry, the unity of the Spirit 
by the participation of the sacraments and 
ordinances of the Church. The necessity 
of an union to that mystical “ body” of 
which Christ is the head, in order to a 
vital union with him, and the preservation 
of this union with his Church, by submit- 
ting to its ministry and ordinances, in or- 
der to maintain communion with its Divine 
Itead, are rarely if ever enforced. Those 
Clergymen, on the contrary, who, after the 
example of the Apostles, of the primitive 
l'athers, and of many of the most distin- 
guished divines of the Church of England, 
enforce the nature and necessity of a visi- 
ble covenant with God through the minis- 
trations and ordinances of the Church, 
however faithful they may be in proclaim- 
ing the other leading doctrines of the 
Gospel, are frequently accused and cen- 
sured as bigotted formalists, who are op- 
posed to evangelical truth, and destitute 
of vital godliness. 

The. faithful steward of the mystefies 
of God will not, however, be deterred by 
any misrepresentations or reproaches, 
from maintaining, on the duthority of in- 
spired Apostles, the evangelical truth, 
that Christians, in the exercise of peni- 
tence and faith, are united to their Divine 
Head, by union with his mystical body, 
the Church, by the participation of its 
ordinances dispensed by its authorized 
ministry. And in proportion as the po- 
pular spirit of the day may countenance 
the opinion, that Church unity is not in- 
compatible with varying systems of faith, 
with discordant forms of the ministry, 
and even with no ministry at all, will 
fidelity to his ordination vows require of 
him, diligently to strive to “ banish and 
drive away from the fold this erroneous 
and strange doctrine.” 
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